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Contacts and Sunday Service Pattern

THE MINISTER
Revd Lisa Moore Wilson

Minister for North Cumbria
within the Cumbria Missional Partnership.

Telephone:  01228 642858
Email:  Lisa.Wilson@nwsynod.org.uk

THE KNOWE CHURCH
BEWCASTLE

Services:  1.45pm on the first Sunday in the month
Contact:  Mrs Doreen Telford

Telephone:  016977 48447

ST. GEORGE’S UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
WEST WALLS

CARLISLE
CA3 8UF

www.urccarlisle.org
Services:  10.30am every Sunday
Contact:  Mrs Rosalind Fearon

Telephone:  016973 44892
Email:  rosrayfearon@talktalk.net

Covid restrictions have been reviewed and relaxed.
Sanitizers are still provided in the entry porch.
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From Lisa
Depending on when you are reading this we may be very close to
celebrating the promise of new life bought for us through Christ's
death and resurrection or Easter Day may be over, well if it ever
really is!  I hope you were able to attend some of the activities the
City's clergy and volunteers worked hard to bring you.  From the
Shrove Tuesday pancakes and Ashing service to Lent Bible Studies
and Eucharists, from the Holy Week Prayer Labyrinth to Good
Friday and Easter services, there were many opportunities to
reflect and worship.

Rather than simply returning to normal, we might learn from the
earliest disciples after that very first Easter.  What did they do after
the sorrow of Good Friday, the waiting of Holy Saturday and the
joy of Easter Sunday?

Initially, they seemed to be rather stunned and disheartened,
hardly surprising, they had lost their friend and their leader, the
person who they thought could free them from the oppression of
the Roman Empire.  And they had uncertainties epitomised in the
somewhat unfairly named 'Doubting Thomas.'  They also failed
to recognise Jesus in their lives, those on the road to Emmaus
walked and talked with Jesus but didn't actually recognise him
until he broke bread with them.  We can be encouraged that even
people who were eye witnesses struggled to accept and
understand what had happened.  It's not wrong to have doubts
and it's not wrong to ask questions (Jesus asked a lot himself), what
is important is to keep seeking to find the answers.

The disciples looked to scripture (what we know as the Old
Testament) to explain what had happened.  We see this in Acts
and in some of Paul's letters as they explain Jesus in reference to
prophecies and previous events in the history of God's people.
Perhaps we can also search the scriptures to deepen our
relationship with God whether through bibles studies, services or
our own daily devotions.
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The other thing they did was to invite people to come and join
them and following the example of Jesus they welcomed those
who would have been looked down on: women, slaves, those of
other faiths and those from different countries.  This welcome was
what made the Church grow.  Can we sit next to somebody new
at an event, can we invite a neighbour along to our coffee morning
or Christmas carols, can we just chat in our day-to-day lives about
things we've done at church as a conversation starter?  Jesus knew
the importance of relationships because its through building them
that people feel comfortable to ask questions or come along to an
event.  It's how we build a church without walls but with sure
foundations.

Every blessing to you as we continue to journey together
remembering the joy and hope of Easter.

Revd Lisa Moore Wilson

From St George's Secretary
News of members
We are delighted that John and Muriel are back with us.  We
extend our condolences to Betty Wood, who recently lost her
husband, Dr John Wood.  Please pray for all those who are
receiving care, whether in their own home or in a care home.  We
think especially of Margaret, Jean G, Jim, Dorothy, Catherine and
Ethel.  We also remember John's wife who is making a good
recovery from a nasty fall.

Heating
We have had a number of hiccups with the heating in church
during the last month, and we are extremely grateful to all those
who have helped to rectify the faults, John Wales and Pamela,
Tony and Trevor, in particular.  The problems have served to
highlight electrical short-comings which may require a different
long-term solution.
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Music Festival
A big thank you to all those who have assisted in facilitating the
festival and ensuring that everything went smoothly.

AGM Wednesday 19th April 2.30pm
There are no elders coming to the end of their 3-year term this year.

Our New Zealand friends
I recently sent an email to Margaret, whose brother Ian brought us
the embroidered tablecloth last June.  They live on the North Island,
which has experienced extreme weather in the last few weeks.  Here
are her two replies:

________________________________

'Thank you so much for your message.

I am pleased to report all is well here.  There are several small
streams flowing through our Havelock North which turned into
raging torrents but only a few homes were flooded.  Such good
luck.

After an unusually wet summer for much of the North Island,
cyclones hit Auckland and north of there.  One then moved to
Gisborne and then on to us in Hawkes Bay.  As it was the tail of the
cyclone, we expected heavy rain but nothing too dramatic.  What
a sting in its tail there was!

Whole valleys devastated with silt and rubble destroying orchards
vineyards and homes as stop banks overflowed and breached.
People were rescued from the roof of their homes and 11 sadly
drowned.  Country communities were cut off with no power and
phones.  Some roads will take months to repair.  The scale of the
disaster is difficult to comprehend - the personal and economic cost
massive.

This surely will be a wake-up call about climate change.

You must think this a risky country after your experience with the
Christchurch earthquake.
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Our former PM Jacinda Adern may be feeling relieved that she
stepped down as Prime Minister recently and will leave Parliament
at the next election in a few months.  She said she knows she hasn't
got "enough in the tank" to carry on.  She also has a young daughter.
Who can blame her as she had to deal with the earthquake, the
mosque killings and covid.  She did so well and did well for NZ on
the world stage.  The new PM is a very competent man.

Hopefully UK has a competent PM now too!

Thank you again for your concern, keep warm and avoid icy roads.'
________________________________

'You are more than welcome to share my email.

I note now that I said Jacinda was involved with the earthquake
but that was before her time.  The third catastrophe under her watch
was the horrendous White Island eruption in which 22 died and
others suffered horrific burns.  Many were tourists from a cruise
ship.  The fall out continues with court cases arising needless to say.

Ian is well and as busy as ever - he seems indefatigable.  Currently
he is working for the Census visiting Retirement Villages and Rest
Homes so it is a busy time for him.  He is enjoying it and of course
many of the old people (some younger than he is!) are delighted to
have a visitor.

Meanwhile in all areas the cyclone affected the census is postponed
for a few weeks.

You English do things so well bringing out the bunting.  I imagine
there will be Coronation celebrations all over the country.'

________________________________

Coronation Party
Sunday 7th May following the morning service which will be at the
later time of 11.30am.

Rosalind
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Bridge for May 2023
Please note that the claiming date for articles for the

May edition of Bridge is Sunday 16th April.

The Journey to Easter
The Christian community is shrinking, and there is
perplexed concern, because many have forgotten Jesus'
vision for his community.

Jesus saw his followers as:

• Small lights shining out in the midst of darkness.
(Matthew 5:14-16)

• People carrying out daily actions of
compassion and justice. (Matthew 10:31-46)

• A little transforming yeast
helping society to grow. (Matthew 13:33-34)

Today unfortunately, the
community often measures its
value in terms of size - large
congregations, big buildings and
financial success.  So, shrinking in
these areas worries many.

We have left behind Jesus'
understanding that the only thing
we need to be disturbed about
losing is our true self, shaped in

the image of love.  This can be retained no matter how
large or small the community is.  The light can still shine;
love can still be shown; the yeast can still act.
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St George’s Services
Apr 2nd 10.00am Procession assembles at St Cuthbert’s for
  10.30am Palm Sunday Service at the Cathedral
Apr 3rd 2.00pm Easter Service at Croftfield�
Apr 7th 3.00pm Shared Good Friday Service at Border Kirk
Apr 9th 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson (Easter, Communion)
Apr 16th 10.30am Mrs Rosalind Fearon
Apr 23rd 10.30am Rev Iain Mackenzie
Apr 30th 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson
May 7th 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson
May 14th 10.30am Rev John Millard
May 21st 10.30am Rev Lisa Wilson
May 28th 10.30am Rev Janice Faris (Pentecost, Communion)

� We would still like to hear from anyone who might join in these
services.  Currently we just have four regulars including Lisa.

Our Easter Tree
Some years ago we had a 'dead branch'  in church which we
decorated with symbols for Easter.
We shall have another this year and everyone is invited to help
decorate it for Easter: painted eggs, Easter bunnies, fluffy chicks,
texts, pictures, messages, etc.  The 'tree' will be in church from
Sunday 26th March as we have no service there on the last Sunday
before Easter.
This is an opportunity for all to join in and enjoy a Blue Peter
experience.
(some weeks later the 'dead branch' began to sprout leaves!)
Olive

The Guild Programme
3rd April Homeless Accommodation - Sharon Sanders
15th May Afternoon Tea in the church

Elizabeth
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10th March 2023, URC urges Home Office to

Drop Illegal Migration Bill
The United Reformed Church (URC) has joined with the Baptist
Union and the Methodist Church in calling for the UK
government’s plans on tackling immigration across the English
Channel to be abandoned.

Earlier this week, Suella Braverman, the Home Secretary, and the
Prime Minister’s Office introduced the Illegal Migration Bill in the
House of Commons with sweeping changes to how those seeking
asylum in the UK are treated.

The URC affirms that those fleeing persecution should have safe
access to the UK asylum process.

In a statement, the Revd Fiona Bennett, Moderator of the URC
General Assembly, joined with leaders of the Baptist Union of Great
Britain and Methodist Church in Great Britain, in saying:

“We are appalled by the proposals in the government’s ‘Illegal
Migration Bill’ to detain, punish and reject thousands of people
seeking safety.  They are completely incompatible with our
Christian conviction that all human beings are made in the image
of God and are therefore inherently worthy of treatment which
honours their dignity.  Instead of dignity, these plans will foster
discrimination and distrust, and cause immeasurable harm to
people already made vulnerable by conflict and persecution.  If
ever there was a contemporary example of ignoring our neighbour
and walking by on the other side, this is it.

When two in three people who cross the channel to seek sanctuary
in the UK are granted asylum following rigorous checks, it seems
unthinkable to reject them before they have even had a chance to
have their claim for asylum heard.  Many people fleeing war and
persecution in countries such as Iraq, Iran, Syria, Eritrea and Sudan
have been left with no safe and accessible routes to claim asylum
in the UK, forcing people to make difficult and dangerous decisions.
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The UK falls far behind our global neighbours in welcoming people
seeking sanctuary into our communities, and yet these plans
essentially put a ban on claiming asylum and reject the UK’s
responsibility to play our part in responding to global inequalities
and conflict.

We all agree that we cannot continue to see thousands of people
risk their lives to reach safety in the UK, but the solution cannot be
deterrence and punishment.  As Christians, we believe that we
should be amongst the first to
welcome the stranger with open
arms.  We urge the government
to withdraw this legislation, to
honour our moral and
international obligations and to
behave with compassion and
fairness by establishing safe and
accessible routes to enable the
UK to play its part in welcoming people in need of safety.”

Signed by:
The Revd Fiona Bennett, URC General Assembly Moderator
The Revd Lynn Green, General Secretary of the Baptist Union
The Revd Graham Thompson, President of the Methodist
Conference
Anthony Boateng, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference

For information on how you can help on this issue, visit the Joint
Public Issues Team at:

https://jpit.uk/response-to-illegal-migration-bill

Picture:
Refugees on a boat crossing the Mediterranean sea.
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Holy Week Labyrinth

For those wishing to spend some quiet time in prayer during Holy
Week, St. George’s and the Border Kirk have been working on a
prayer labyrinth with stations to remember the events of Holy
Week and to offer prayers and light candles for those on our hearts.
It will be open in the Border Kirk at the times below.  There is lift
access and refreshments are available.

Tuesday 4th April 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Wednesday 5th April 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Maundy Thursday 2.00pm – 4.00pm with a Closing Communion
led by Lisa.
Good Friday shared service 3.00pm at the Border Kirk.

Concerts at St Cuthbert's
First in a series of concerts to be held in St Cuthbert's

from April to September 2023.

Friday 21st April - 7.30pm
The opening concert will be on Friday 21st April and will be a
words and music spectacular masterminded by John Davies,
featuring John with Susan Jordan, soprano, Avril Tisdall, piano and
including period instruments from the time of Shakespeare and
beyond, played by Philip Gruar and Elizabeth Dodd, as well as
some immortal words from the Bard himself in a concert entitled
"Sounds and Sweet Airs”.  What a wonderful way to begin this
year's series of concerts!

The concert will last about an hour, and will be followed by
delicious refreshments and plenty of time to chat.  There will be no
charge for admission though donations to St Cuthbert’s Church
will be most gratefully received.  If you pay tax please pop your
donation into a yellow envelope & complete your details.  A
generous grant has been received from Carlisle City Council
towards the costs of staging this concert series.


